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Preface 
This special issue of Computers and Mathematics with Applications is dedicated to papers pre- 
sented at the 7 th International Conference on Numerical Mathematics and Computational Me- 
chanics (NMCM'96) held at the University of Miskolc, Hungary in July 1996. This conference, 
organized by the J£nos B61yai Mathematical Society and the University of Miskolc, was a satellite 
conference to the 2 nd European Congress of Mathematics held in Budapest, July 21-27, 1996. 
This series of conferences was initiated by Professor P£1 RSzsa of the Technical University of 
Budapest, who also chaired the first six conferences which were dedicated to numerical math- 
ematics. This seventh conference was chaired by Professor Ivo Babu~ka of The University of 
Texas at Austin, and for the first time, the scope of the conference included both computational 
mechanics and numerical mathematics; theory as well we aspects of implementation. 
The objective of NMCM'96 was two-fold. First, to bring leading mathematicians and engineers 
together who are working on problems relating to the numerical simulation of mechanical and 
structural systems, so as to foster the development of advanced methods for the solution of real 
engineering problems. Second, to make it possible for researchers from Central Europe and the 
former Soviet Union, especially researchers at the beginning of their career, to participate in the 
conference. 
We are grateful to the Editor-in-Chief, Professor Ervin Y. Rodin, for dedicating a special issue 
of Computers and Mathematics with Applications to this important conference. 
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